Evidence for the presence of red and white cells within "platelet" aggregates formed in whole-blood.
Collagen-induced platelet aggregation and secretion (ATP-release) in whole-blood and platelet-rich plasma was compared. Although the amount of ATP released was comparable in whole-blood and platelet-rich plasma, the maximum extent of aggregation was greater when platelets were studied in their natural milieu, i.e. whole-blood. A scanning electron microscopic survey of the "platelet" aggregate formed in whole-blood showed that it contained erythrocytes and leucocytes as well as aggregated platelets.